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n May 18th we had a special Mothers’ – 

Daughters’ Banquet.  It was a great 

opportunity to share the Gospel.  Penny was to 

do the “preaching!” (And all the cooking!!) 

 

Since we 

have a student 

chef coming 

to church, the 

“plating” and 

presentation 

was going to 

be done by a pro.  Luke and Michael were to 

serve and all the men would pitch 

in to clean up. That was the plan. 

 

Unfortunately, Nikita, our chef, 

got tied up at work (well, not 

literally) and was a no-show. Uh-

oh. Michael got stuck plating (first 

time for everything) and doing the 

dishes. (His nemesis!) 

 

Luke would have been hard pressed to do all the 

serving but the 

Graziano family also 

came to the banquet 

and Matt 

pitched 

in to help 

with the 

service and they also helped with 

the clean-up.                 Thanks guys! 

 

 

We got a strange phone call recently. 

The caller said that she was a police officer and 

asked about who was attending our services.  

After having had the police kick the door in and 

interrogate us while serving in Russia, my radar 

was going off – WOOP WOOP WOOP WOOP! 

When it hit me that this might be a criminal 

phishing for information, I tried to be factual and 

NOT too evasive.  Fortunately, once noticing that 

the officer’s name appeared on the phone, 

verification of the caller was easy. 

 

We eventually learned that a young man named 

(of all things) “Christian” had gone missing and 

the police were searching for him. 

He had attended our services just a 

few times a few years back but his 

father, whom we’ve never met, 

remembered where he went to 

church and “turned us in”! 

 

A child could come once to VBS 

and if the parent, who you don’t 

even know, is arrested he’ll say that your church 

is his home church and the media will announce 

that he is the pastor! On the bright side, our name 

is getting out! We’re (in)famous! 

 

Reminds us of what Paul wrote in 

Philippians 1, “Some indeed preach 

Christ even of envy and strife; and some 

also of good will: The one preach Christ of 

contention, not sincerely, supposing to add 

affliction to my bonds: But the other of 

love, knowing that I am set for the defence 

of the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every 

way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is 

preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will 

rejoice.” 

In the Master’s Service, 

The Smiths 

O 

Rejoice! We’re (in)famous?! 


