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t h e  g r e a t e r  i n h e r i t a n c e  b y  m a r y  s c h r o c k  

My aunt, Mary Schrock, wrote the book, The Greater Inheritance, in 2009, detailing her own story of growing up in the 
Amish way of life.  Her story overlaps into my parents’ experiences of living in darkness and coming to the marvelous light 
of salvation.  This book can be very helpful in understanding the darkness and desperate searching in the hearts of many 
who are Amish. Also, this book reveals how the truth of God’s Word, a real foundation, can bring light and joy to the heart 
of any Amish person seeking the truth.  Most importantly, the book reveals their actual reason for leaving the Amish— 
their Bible study and understanding the truths of Scripture. 

introduction

assessment
Inherent in every person is the desire to know the truth, and that is repeatedly revealed and enhanced in the book. 
Because so much of their religion is based on the word of man rather than the Word of God, she often had great fear 
along with confusion and frustration.  Many times, the author discusses the Amish misinterpretations of Scripture, and 
points out the proper, natural, logical understanding of Scripture.  Because German is not their original language, and 
only the German Bible is allowed, there is very little proper understanding of Scripture.  Clearly, reading the Bible in 
English was a great help to their understanding of the free gift of salvation and other doctrines of the Bible.  Once they 
realized the Bible held all the answers, the word of man lost its grip on their lives.  Being “caught” in a Bible study with 
other non-Amish was certainly very uncomfortable, but thankfully didn’t stop the seed of truth that was sown in their 
hearts from continuing to grow.

b y  u r a  s c h r o c k  

overview
Aunt Mary brings out many tidbits of information about the Amish way of life.  From the garden work to milking the cows 
and the relatively poor lifestyle, the details found in the book are meticulously accurate.  The author kept a diary most of 
her adult life; hence, she was able to go back and organize many details in order.  (I personally know of many of my 
relatives who take pride in keeping a good diary, including my mother.)  The strict rules under which she lived definitely 
were in line with the Old Order Amish community at Bowling Green, MO, in which they lived.  The thinking behind the 
traditions and practices are completely and accurately portrayed.  She accurately describes their interpretations of 
Scripture to support their views, and then includes many verses that reflect her discovery of Scripture truths.

conclusion
For those who are interested in knowing more about the Amish way of thinking and want to know some helpful tips in 
trying to reach them, I highly recommend this book.  The colorful stories are exciting and riveting, the pain and frustration 
of seeking the truth are real, and the peace and safety found in Christ are precious.  For those who have found the truth, I 
know their greatest desire and prayer is for their relatives to have their eyes opened and come to the truth.  Only God can 
reveal to them their need-apart from their own “good works.”  In contrast to the spiritual blindness in which the author was 
raised, having the marvelous light of the gospel truly is a greater inheritance!


