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Dear Praying Friends,                                                                               April 30, 2019 
 

   Our move from Taree to Nowra was like most moves one might consider.  On the 
Taree side things started with a daunting task, a few tears, lots of prayer, much sweat, 
and  inflated expenses.  On the Nowra side six hours south of Taree, it all ended with 
more sweat, answered prayers, God’s wondrous intervention, Heaven-sent helpers, the 
finished job, and grateful hearts!   
 

   Leaving loved ones is never an easy thing.  Our thoughts and prayers remain with our 
friends and fellow-laborers at Living Hope.  But our expectations and desires now focus 
on the dear Aussies to whom and with whom we are ministering at Shoalhaven!   
 

   Pastor Richard Shellabear is a veteran Aussie pastor who has faithfully shepherded 
several congregations over the last 25 years or more, 17 of those years right here at 
Shoalhaven Baptist Church in Nowra.   He is well-known and liked across Australia, 
and I am honoured to have been his friend for nearly 20 years. 
 

   Before and during our 2018 furlough, the Lord kept bringing Pastor Shellabear and 
the church here at Shoalhaven into my mind and heart.  Late in 2018, I received word 
that the Lord had taken Pastor Shellabear’s wife Margaret home to Heaven.   I called to 
let him know we were praying, and that we were willing to help.  He assured me that 
the good Lord was with him, and that He had provided a wonderful missionary family 
to be there during Margaret’s illness and during the time of need after her death. 
 

   But in early 2019, just a few months after Margaret’s death, the missionary family 
had to  return to the States.   So Pastor Shellabear called and asked us to pray about 
coming to help him and the congregation.  It was a direct answer to prayer and clearly 
the leading of the Lord.  So we came to Shoalhaven on March 11 “assuredly gathering 
that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.”  We are happy and 
honoured to be serving the Lord at Shoalhaven emphasizing evangelism, discipleship, 
music, children and teen ministries, and the teaching of the Bible to adults.  
 

   As well, we desire to encourage church planting and church preserving throughout 
Australia.  For many months now, the Lord has been directing my thoughts to Acts 13 
and how the passage relates to present-day church planting, missions, and local church 
ministries.   Please pray as I follow His leading to promote in Australia churches that 
are strong, Spirit-led, and sending.   
 

   On Resurrection Sunday, the Lord brought us back to Living Hope Baptist Church in 
Taree to minister while the Valerans were away.  The Lord blessed our ministry and 
fellowship, and a young man visiting was gloriously saved!  Please pray for Luke, who 
has already attended services again and is meeting with Pastor Valeran this week. 
 

   Please pray for us as we settle in at Shoalhaven and become more familiar with the 
congregation and surroundings.  Pray for souls to be saved.  Pray for the serious spiritual 
battles raging in individual lives and families of the congregation.  We are thankful that 
the battles are the Lord’s! 
 

   Hannah is at work again, loving being a McDonalds employee.  Rachel is seeking 
work and helping with church secretarial duties.  David and Daniel are home-schooling.  
Our children at home are very thankful for the Christian friends the Lord has given 
them.  Sara visits more often now that we are a couple hours closer to her.  Pray that we 
will be a blessing to the congregation and pastor here at Shoalhaven, and still be allowed 
to help a bit at Living Hope. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and financial support.  May the Lord bless as you serve 
Him! 
 

Jon & Marie Hall, Rachel, Hannah, David, and Daniel 
  

 

Our 6-minute Vimeo report is available at https: //vimeo.com/285180227 
 


