
The JOY-ful noise song test. 
 
Psalm 100:1-2 
1 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 
 
The children’s song is helpful here, 

Jesus and Others and You 
What a Wonderful Way to Spell JOY 

Jesus and Others and You 
In the Life of each girl and each Boy 
J is for Jesus for He has first place 

O is for Others you meet face to face 
Y is for you and whatever you do, 

Place yourself last to spell JOY 
 
Our music should fit the JOY-ful noise song test.  It’s nice to have a test for those things that enter our lives.  The Bible commands us 
to prove all things (I Thess. 5:21). 
 
This formula helps us prioritize all of life – Our loves in this life MUST be prioritized.  
 
Matthew 22:36-40 
36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 
37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 
39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
There are two commandments here but if you look closely, there are three directions of love.   

1 Love the Lord (Supremely) 
2 Love thy Neighbor (Sincerely)  I learn to get ahold of God’s heart for my neighbor. 
3 As Thyself (Strategically)  I learn to get ahold of God’s heart of me.  He doesn’t want me to be unhappy (Ps. 16:11, “Thou 

wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 
 
We see these three directions of love are also the three audiences of music we see in Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:19 
 
Colossians 3:16 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another (others) in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord (the Lord). 
 
Ephesians 5:19  
19 Speaking to yourselves (including thyself) in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord; 
 
There are three audiences of music and we get the priority of their importance from (among other places) Matt. 22:26-40. 
 

First Jesus  
1. I Cor. 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
2. Rev. 4:11, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for 

thy pleasure they are and were created.” 
Second Others  

1. I Cor. 8:9, “But take heed lest by any means this liberty of your's become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.” 
2. I Thess. 5:22, “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 

Third Yourself 
1. I Cor. 6:12, “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will 

not be brought under the power of any.” 
2. I Cor. 9:27, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 

others, I myself should be a castaway.” 
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